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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 12 14 7.1 45 31.1 37.5
2 17 18.6 8.2 45 41.4 53.1
3 13 15.3 9.1 45 34 40.6
4 22 20.5 6.8 45 45.5 68.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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1. (a) Explain what Christians believe about the Resurrection. [30]

(b) ‘The crucifixion of Jesus shows that the Christian God is a cruel God.’
Assess this view. [15]
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Sticky Note
The essay is well structured and presents key ideas with accuracy and relevance. The three reasons given for the importance of the Resurrection to Christians could be further developed. A major weakness is poor spelling. 





Sticky Note
The main point of the issue is understood, and there is an attempt to construct an argument. One weakness is the unquestioning acceptance of the  penal substitution theory of the atonement.
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3. (a) Examine Protestant understanding of the eucharist. [30]

(b) ‘Protestants have devalued the eucharist.’
Assess this statement. [15]
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Sticky Note
Knowledge and understanding is minimal. The response is incomplete. There is no mention of different understandings of the sacrament within Protestantism.



Sticky Note
The issues (e.g. that Protestants would argue that their way of celebrating communion reflects New Testament practice more closely, even if it does lose the dignified mystery of the Catholic rite) are not understood or addressed. The reference to the Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation belongs in (a), but is credited with one point here.  
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4. (a) Explain why Christians celebrate Christmas, Good Friday and Easter. [30]

(b) ‘People today have no idea what the Christian festivals mean.’
Assess this view. [15]
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Sticky Note
An accurate and relevant treatment of the topic, showing thorough knowledge and understanding.



Sticky Note
The argument is adequately supported by reasoning and evidence. Specialist vocabulary (e.g. charity, Eostre)  is used accurately. There is a coherent conclusion. 
 
The script is legible and grammatically accurate. 
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 


RS1/2 CHR - INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTANITY 


Mark Scheme - Summer 2014 


To be in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided by the chief examiner.  What 
follows is the knowledge base according to which marks are to be allocated as described in 
the generic level descriptors. 


Q.1 (a) Explain what Christians believe about the Resurrection. [AO1 30] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited.  The raising of Jesus from the dead, which has made 
possible a general resurrection for all believers.  It implies a resumption of life 
in both body and soul.  Because it is the main proof of Christ's divinity, it has a 
greater dogmatic importance than any other event in the story of his work: it 
shows God's justice; it completed the process of human salvation and 
redemption; it is a guarantee of eternal life. 


(b) 'The crucifixion of Jesus shows that the Christian God is a cruel God.' 
Assess this view. [AO2 15] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited.  For  It shows God as both tyrannical and unjust.  He 
seems to punish his only Son for the sins committed by others.  What justice 
is there in punishing the innocent and letting the guilty go free?  Against:  If 
Jesus was actually God, then God came to accept the punishment upon 
himself; there is no greater love than this.  Moreover, the crucifixion is not the 
end ; Jesus is resurrected, making eternal life possible for all.  This shows 
God's love for humankind. 
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Q.3 (a) Examine Protestant understanding of the eucharist. [AO1 30] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited.  Protestants do not believe in transubstantiation, but 
otherwise have no agreed view of the eucharist.  Lutherans and Calvinists 
share a belief in the real presence, but Lutherans believe in 
consubstantiation, Calvinists in virtualism.  Memorialists deny the real 
presence and see the eucharist mere as a memorial.  Because the elements 
do not actually become the body and blood of Christ, the Protestant eucharist 
is celebrated with simplicity.  It is called Holy Communion or the Lord's 
Supper.  It may not be the main service; the emphasis on salvation through 
faith means that what is essential is receiving the Word of God. 


(b) 'Protestants have devalued the eucharist.' 
Assess this statement. [AO2 15] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited.  For:  They ignore Jesus' words ('This is my body...my 
blood'); they have removed much of the rite's solemnity, beauty and mystery; 
they see preaching the word as more valuable; even small children are now 
allowed to take communion; the priest's role has been diminished; some new 
trends in Protestant worship do not celebrate the eucharist at all.  Against:  
Jesus' words are not to be taken literally; the Protestant celebration attempts 
to recreate the purity of early Christianity; the less frequent use was designed 
to enhance the eucharist's importance; lay people have a part to play.  
However the sacrament is administered, it is a source of comfort for 
Christians.  Protestants share with the Catholic and Orthodox Church a sense 
of the sanctity of the eucharist, and it is more frequently administered today. 
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Q.4 (a) Explain why Christians celebrate Christmas, Good Friday and Easter.
[AO1 30] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited.  Christmas: the birth of Christ; Incarnation; God 
becoming flesh; Good Friday: the crucifixion; Atonement; reconciliation with 
God; Easter Christ is raised from the dead;  Resurrection; the hope of eternal 
life.  Expect some reference to the biblical accounts and to ways of 
celebrating.  All three must be included for marks above L5. 


(b) 'People today have no idea what the Christian festivals mean.' 
Assess this view. [AO2 15] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited.  For:  Christmas consumerism and secular customs; 
Good Friday is a Bank Holiday, but many people have no idea why; Easter is 
celebrated as a spring festival heralding the rebirth of nature.  Against:  Most 
people know what Christmas is about and are willing to join in carol-singing 
and charity fund-raising; Christmas and Easter services are still popular;  
Christians still observe the solemnity of Good Friday and the joy of Easter; the 
festivals' evangelistic opportunities. 
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